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Prizes kindly donated by
ECatsBridge

Have kindly donated new Bridge books for
sale.

"We" are Anna Gudge and Mark Newton ... we
have an independent company called ECats Ltd
and decided to put our heads together and create
something for bridge.

We work with many different organisations, in-
cluding the World Bridge Federation, the Euro-
pean Bridge League, and others on various pro-
jects. These include working at the World Bridge
Championships, creating, developing and organis-
ing and running Simultaneous Pairs events that
are scored over the internet using our own serv-
ers. Mark developed the software used to main-
tain the WBF Master Points and is WBF Master
Points Secretary. Anna is WBF Liaison Officer and
Assistant to the President. She is also Simultane-
ous Pairs organiser for the European Bridge
League and the Charity Challenge Simultaneous
Pairs, as well as for our own ECatsBridge Children

00 (9am_5_30pm, Mon - FI‘I) in Need Simultaneous Pairs.
http://www.ecatsbridge.com/
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Hole In One

for Cottrell Park’s Facilities

Cottrell Park Golf Rezort is a beautiful South Wales leisure destination
offering first-class facilities for businesses, golfers, wedding parties
and visitors alike.

Based in over 400 acres of stunning parkland and at the end of a
sweeping drive, the 5t Michelas venue boasts...

# two championship-maintained golf courses

# 3 permanent luxury marguee

# conference and meeting rooms

# a sports bar and restaurant

® a snooker-pool room

® indoor golf and grand prix simulators

@ a 10km nature trail

# a private fishing lake

Whether you are organising 2 golf day, wedding for 30-370 guests

or corperate team building activity, our professional team and
picturesque backdrop is set to make your experience a hole in one.

Visit www.cottrellpark.com
or call the events team

on 01448 TB1781

to find our more.
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INTRODUCTION

Julian Pottage is one of the leading bridge book authors. | asked him how many he has writ-
ten and he didn’t know! We guessed on a figure of 25! Julian’s last book “Defend or Declare”
is a great read with 72 bridge deals to test your skills. He has another book just about to go to
print.

Julian lives, works and plays bridge locally and has been kind enough to work with the
Cowbridge Rotary to produce the following commentary on the bridge hands that you have
just played.

The deals chosen for the 2014 Cowbridge Rotary and East Wales Bridge Association charity
bridge tournament come from the 2007 and 2009 world bridge teams championships.

For each of the 7 7-board matches in the event, players have fixed teammates for the dura-
tion of the match.

Teammates are as follows:

Match 1
North-South play with Bertens-Bakkerren of the Netherlands
East-West play with Helness-Helgemo of Norway

Match 2
North-South play with Meckstroth-Rodwell of the USA
East-West play with Lauria-Versace of Italy

Match 3
North-South play with Weinstein-Garner of the USA
East-West play with Cope-Holman of South Africa

Match 4
North-South play with Fantoni-Nunes of Italy
East-West play with Katz-Nickell of the USA

Match 5
North-South play with Bosenberg-Eber of South Africa
East-West play with Rosenberg-Zia of the USA

Match 6
North-South play with Hamman-Zia of the USA
East-West play with Sementa-Duboin of Italy

Match 7
North-South play with Drijver-Brink of the Netherlands
East-West play with Helness-Helgemo of Norway



A Q83

v?2

¢1543

%107432
AJ652 AK74
vA1083 vKQJ9
¢ K97 ¢ 1086
&65 «AQJ

AA109

v7654

¢+AQ2

% K98

Table Result 4v East 8 tricks
Bertens-Bakkeren EW -100
Helness-Helgemo NS + 100

Board 1 : Dealer North : Love all
West North  East South

Pass lv Pass
2v End

Playing Acol, it should be easy to stop at a safe level. With a 9-loser hand, West is
worth no more than a single raise. East has no reason to advance over that.

The Dutch reached the poor game because East opened a 14-17 1INT and West used
Stayman before inviting game, an invitation East accepted.

Unless South finds the extraordinary lead of a diamond, an easy path to 8 tricks is to
play clubs early, subsequently throwing a diamond on the third club and ruffing a

diamond in dummy. Normally South will lead a trump.

Bertens came to 8 tricks without a diamond ruff because he was given a spade trick.

A 1064
vK82
+KQ762
*Q4
AAQ853 AK9
vA765 v109
4953 + 10
* K % AJ986532
aJ72
vQl43
+AJSA
%107

Table Result 5& East 13 tricks
Bertens-Bakkeren EW +440
Helness-Helgemo NS -440

Board 2 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
West North  East South

4 Pass
54 End

The East hand is far too good for a 3& opening at favourable vulnerability. With
three sure tricks and the chance that the 4 Q will cover a loser, it seems reasonable
for West to raise to 5¢.

If your methods do not allow you to open 4#&, because you are playing a 4&% opening
as a strong 4 ¥ opening, you must choose between opening 1% and 5&. Faced with
such a choice, Bertens opened 5.

How do you make 13 tricks after South’s normal heart lead? You take the ace,
unblock the &K, cross to the aK and continue trumps, dropping the & Q. When the
spade suit splits kindly too, you can discard a heart on a long spade.

AJ1074

vAl

¢ 1098652

& 2
AAb6 A KQ9S3
vK10984 v532
¢ A ¢+QlJ74
Q10654 %83

A852

vQ76

¢ K3

% AKJO97

Table Result 3v West 9 tricks
Bertens-Bakkeren EW +140
Helness-Helgemo NS -140

Board 3 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable

West North  East South
INT

2v 2NT (i) Pass 3 (ii)

Pass 3¢ End (iii)

(i) 2NT is the Lebensohl convention, usually based on a hand that wishes to compete
(rather than force) in a lower-ranking suit.

(ii) Opener has to bid 3& in case partner’s suit is clubs.

(iii) With good diamonds and poor heart support, East decides to defend.

3¢ should fail by a couple of tricks, with three spades and three diamonds to lose.
The bad club break should defeat 3¥. Declarer just has too much work to do. 3%

made at the table because Helness won the initial club lead and switched to the ¢K.
The extra diamond trick made the difference between defeat and failure.




Al

v9765

¢ K974

® KJO5
AAQ9652
v108
¢+ AQ
s A83
Aa1074

v)

¢J8532
*7642

AKS83
vAKQ432
¢+ 106
% Q10

Table Result 64 East 12 tricks
Bertens-Bakkeren EW +1430
Helness-Helgemo NS -1430

Board 4 : Dealer West : All vulnerable

West North  East South
lv Pass 2A Pass
3a Pass 4% (i)  Pass
4v(ii) Pass 5e(iii) Pass
6a (iv) End

(i) Cue bid, showing a club control.

(ii) Cue bid, showing a heart control.

(iii) Cue bid, showing a diamond control. East has the wrong sort of hand, aces and
spaces, for using a 4NT enquiry.

(iv) West accepts East’s second slam try.

Small slams are easy to make. If you are in it, 74 is makeable by squeezing North
(who has both minor-suit kings and the heart length). A spade lead would beat 7v
because you cannot get back to the West hand to finish drawing trumps.

A3

v K6

¢Q1098753

% 1085
A QJ105 AA874
v10842 vAQ73
¢ ¢A62
*Ql42 % K6

AK962

vJ95

¢ K4

% A973

Table Result 3% East 10 tricks
Bertens-Bakkeren EW +170
Helness-Helgemo NS -170

Board 5 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable

West North  East South

Pass (i) 1w Pass
2v Pass 2NT (ii) Pass
4v End

(i) Vulnerable against not, 3 ¢ would be an aggressive choice.
(ii) With no tens or nines, and being non-vulnerable, it would be possible for East to
pass. Most will just count 17 points and bid 2NT.

As the hands fit so well, you want to be in game. You just have a spade, a heart and a
club to lose. One of East’s low diamonds can go on a club; a ruff deals with the other.

If you get to play in spades, which you might do if North opens a weak 2 ¢, the play
is more challenging. What makes 10 tricks still possible is the fact that North cannot
get in to make the West hand ruff diamonds more than once.

A 1094

vAKQ96

976

Q6
A76 AaAQS53
v 10 v)754
¢AJ103 ¢ KQ842
% A95432 )

AKI82

v832

¢5

» KJ1087

Table Result 5 ¢ East 9 tricks
Bertens-Bakkeren EW -200
Helness-Helgemo NS +200

Board 6 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable

West North  East South
1le Pass

3¢ End

Many club players will bid as shown and wonder why the experts got so high (at the
table this was a flat board for two down in the diamond game). The premium for a
vulnerable game (500) means that experts often stretch to bid game, aiming to get
there even if the chance of success is lower than 50%.

The best lead is a trump, which Helness as South duly found (presumably after East
had bid spades). North can then play a second trump when in with a heart. This
holds declarer to five trumps, two ruffs and two aces.

The worst lead is a spade, which would actually allow East the chance to make 11
tricks. Not only does it allow the a4 Q to make but also it concedes a tempo, allowing
three ruffs of major-suit cards in the West hand.




AQ10763

vJ83

¢+AJ3

82
AAS8 AKJA2
vK1042 vA96
¢ K742 ¢ 1065
%J96 ®*A75

A95

vQ75

+Q98

*KQ1043

Table Result Passed Out
Bertens-Bakkeren EW O
Helness-Helgemo NS 0

Board 7 : Dealer South : All vulnerable
West North  East South

Pass
Pass Pass INT (i) Pass
2& (i) Pass 2aA Pass

2NT End

(i) 12-14; the East hand obeys the rule of 15 for fourth seat openings (add HCP to
spades and open if the total is 15 more). Bertens decided otherwise.
(ii) Stayman enquiry; this asks for 4-card majors.

After the normal lead of the &K, 8 tricks are likely in 2NT. Declarer can win at once
to ensure a second club trick, set up a long heart and eventually finesse in spades.

If South chooses to lead a fourth best &4, 9 tricks are possible. Declarer can still set
up a third heart trick and this time arrange to endplay North with the fourth round
of spades to make an extra trick in the shape of the ¢K.

A K4

vQ76

¢+ K1083

% K1085
A83 A J1095
vJ983 va2
¢+Q75 ¢A9642
%1974 A2

AAQ762

v AK105

¢

Q63

Table Result 3NT North 12 tricks
Meckstroth-Rodwell EW -490
Lauria-Versace NS +490

Board 8 : Dealer West : Love all
West North  East South
Pass Pass Pass 1a
Pass 2% Pass 2v (i)
Pass 2NT Pass 3 (ii)
Pass 3NT End

(i) After the two-level response, a new suit is forcing for one round.
(i) This gives a good picture of the 5-4-1-3 shape and offers North a choice of games.

This should be a routine game all around the room. Making ten tricks should be
relatively easy: three spades, three hearts, a diamond and three clubs perhaps.

How did Lauria make 12 tricks? Meckstroth led a low diamond to the queen and
king. Then when Lauria played a club, Meckstroth hopped up with the ace and led a
low diamond in the hope his partner held the ¢ 10. The second diamond trick gave
Lauria an eleventh trick. The twelfth came when Rodwell later threw a heart.

AA1075

vl762

¢ A109

%93
A K9 A43
v4 v953
¢+ KQ853 ¢J64
% AKJ84 % Q10752

AQJ862

vAKQ108

¢ 72

%6

Table Result 5& * West 9 tricks
Meckstroth-Rodwell EW -500
Lauria-Versace NS +500

Board 9 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable

West North  East South
Pass Pass 1a

2NT (i) 3¢ (i) 4 (iii) 4v(iv)

S5 Dble (v) End

(i) The unusual NT; this shows both minors.

(ii) The cue bid should show a sound spade raise. 3a would be just competitive.
(iii) At any other vulnerability, the five-card support would suggest bidding 5.
(iv) Showing the second suit may help partner judged the subsequent bidding.
(v) The vulnerability suggests defending despite the two-suit fit.

Defeating 5& doubled by two is easy. Cash a top heart and switch to the aQ.
If you are in 54, you will make it by taking the trump finesse. If you stop in 44, you

might decide to reject the trump finesse because you can afford to lose a trick to the
A K but not a heart ruff as well.




A73
v AKS5S
¢9753
% K108
AaAQ
vQJ8432
¢ 1082
* 62
AK986
v1096
¢ 6
«Q74

3

AJ105
v7

¢ AKQJ4
& AJO5
42

Table Result 3NT East 9 tricks

Board 10 : Dealer East : All vulnerable

West North  East South

le Pass (i)
lv Pass 2% Pass
2v Pass 2NT (i) Pass
3NT End

(i) You need a better suit or better hand for a vulnerable weak jump overcall.
(ii) Vulnerable, you need to go looking for thin games at teams (IMP) scoring. Non-
vulnerable, East might well give up in view of the misfit.

With the %10 onside, you should be able to make nine tricks in 3NT by way of two
spades, five diamonds and two clubs. You have plenty of entries to the West hand
for finessing clubs twice.

Meckstroth-Rodwell EW +600
Lauria-Versace NS -600 You can also make game playing in diamonds, though that is scarier. You are likely
to need to finesse the %9 and take a couple of ruffs in the West hand.

A5 Board 11 : Dealer South : Love all
vKJ9543 West North  East South
¢+ K86 lv
»964 26 (i) 4v End

AAK?2 AJ10976

v7 v8?2 (i) West has a close three-way decision between pass, double and 2 ¢.

¢QJ1053 92

&11073 *KQ52 If against 4v West leads a top spade (as did Rodwell and his Italian counterpart),
AQ843 declarer can easily set up a spade trick by ruffing two spades in dummy to make an
vAQ106 overtrick. The same play is possible, albeit harder to spot, if West leads a diamond.
¢A74
&A8 If West doubles 1v, East surely competes to 44, which South doubles. There are five

Table Result 4v South 11 tricks

Meckstroth-Rodwe

Il EW -450

Lauria-Versace NS +450

easy tricks to score against 4a doubled. For a sixth defensive trick and a penalty
exceeding the value of making 4 v, the defenders must exercise a modicum of care.
They can play two hearts early but must wait until West is out of trumps before
persisting with heart forces.

A875
v8543
¢J862
®93
A102 A9614
vAJ972 v 106
¢97 ¢ AKQ103
K742 % J86
AAKQJ3
vKQ
¢514
% AQ105

Table Result 2 ¢ South 4 tricks
Meckstroth-Rodwell EW +400
Lauria-Versace NS -400

Board 12 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable

West  North  East South
Pass Pass 1¢ (i) Double
lv Pass 2¢ 3a(ii)
End

(i) With such a good suit, you certainly want to open in third seat non-vulnerable.
(i) While doubling again is a possibility, that would not show the five good spades.

The table result is not a misprint. The Italians had a misunderstanding. Lauria passed
a bid that Versace intended as a cue bid.

It is nip and tuck whether a contract of 3a makes. If the defenders start with three
rounds of diamonds, declarer can succeed by ruffing high and leading the Q. A
club ruff in dummy then fells the &J, setting up the %10. The defenders have a way
to counter this. If they play hearts (so that East can discard a club on the third heart)
or if they leave their communications open, East can score a club ruff.




A K9

vAK643

¢J3

«AQ62
A 10 AJ543
v9872 v 105
¢ 10875 ¢ AKQ964
& K1084 & J

AAQ8762

vQl

¢ 2

%9753

Table Result 5¢ * East 9 tricks
Meckstroth-Rodwell EW -500
Lauria-Versace NS +500

Board 13 : Dealer North : All vulnerable

West North  East South
1lv 2¢ 24

4 (i) Dble (ii) 5#(iii) Pass

Pass Dble End

(i) A jump raise of partner’s overcall should be pre-emptive.
(ii) With diamonds raised, this is a takeout double.
(iii) Lacking any defensive strength facing diamond length, East bids one more.

This time, Acol players have the chance to duplicate the table auction shown.

After a trump lead, only two spade ruffs are possible, so you need to establish a club
trick (as Meckstroth did) to get out for two down in 54 doubled.

11 tricks are easy in 44. You can even get 12 if you forget that West might drop the
10 from J-10-x and run the A9 on the second round of trumps. 4% scrapes home.

A 84

v954

¢+Q74

«QJ642
AAKIT732 A Q106
v 6 vK82
¢J6 ¢ AK98
% 10873 % AK5

A95

vAQJ1073

¢+10532

%9

Table Result 64 West 10 tricks
Meckstroth-Rodwell EW -100
Lauria-Versace NS +100

Board 14 : Dealer East : Love all

West North  East South

1le 2v (i)
24 Pass 3v(ii) Pass
3a Pass 4& (iii)  Pass
44 End (iv)

(i) This is a weak jump overcall. They crop up much more than the strong variety.
(ii) Too strong to make a simple raise to 4s, East cue bids to set up a force.

(iii) Having failed to bid 3 last time, this must be a cue bid agreeing spades.

(iv) Knowing the vK will not be pulling full weight, East gives up.

Thanks to the miracle club position, you can in fact make 12 tricks. In real life, you
are unlikely to pick up the clubs unless the defenders play the suit. Those of you
playing a 19-20 2NT opening (and transfers) stand a better chance because most
opening leads from the South hand help declarer’s cause. Indeed, in the other room,
Italy played in 64 from the East seat and made it.

AA103

vJ9632

¢ 42

% A102
AQJ76542
v5

¢ Q106
%J5

A998
vAQ1074
¢ KJ93
74
A K
v K8
¢A875
%« KQ9863

Table Result 3NT North 10 tricks
Weinstein-Garner EW -630
Cope-Holman NS +630

Board 15 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable

West North  East South

1s
1v INT (i) 24 3%
Pass 3NT (ii)) End

(i) Trying to collect a penalty at the one level, especially against non-vulnerable
opponents, is losing tactics.

(ii) North could have been weaker than this to bid INT. In any case, it looks like there
will be six club tricks to run.

Making 9 tricks is easy. Moreover, unless the lead is a diamond, you can cater for a
4-0 club split on either side by starting the clubs with the king or queen.

Holding a singleton heart, East might reasonably decide to lead a spade. If in fact
East leads a heart, it will take a diamond switch to stop the overtrick. Weinstein
switched to a spade, which allowed the South African declarer to make 10 tricks.




A AQ5
vK9764
¢652
% K6
A K9 AJ843
vAQJ10 v5
¢ AJ9874 ¢ 3

% 4 % AJO98732

A10762
v832

¢ KQ10
% Q105

Table Result 3NT West 6 tricks
Weinstein-Garner EW -300
Cope-Holman NS +300

Board 16 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable

West North  East South
le lv Dble (i) 2w
2NT (ii) Pass 3& (iii) Pass
3e(iv) End

(i) The double implies four spades. Bidding 2& would show a better hand.

(ii) West certainly has a heart stopper.

(iii) This must show longer clubs (the initial double denied five spades).

(iv) West’s hand is better for diamonds and less suited for clubs than it might be.

The auction shown is the one from the other table of the USA v South Africa match.

It takes an opening trump lead to defeat 3 4. On any other lead, declarer can take a
ruffing finesse against North’s ¥K, just losing two spades and two trumps.

3& makes via the ruffing finesse unless the defenders attack West’s ¢ A entry early.

AK63

vAl09

¢+ Q87

% 10762
AJ9 A10842
vKJ8762 v Q5
¢A2 ¢ KJ
% A95 % KQJ43

AAQ75

v43

¢ 1096543

% 8

Table Result 4v East 9 tricks
Weinstein-Garner EW -50
Cope-Holman NS +50

Board 17 : Dealer North : Love all
West North  East South
Pass 1&(i) Pass

lv Pass 1a Pass
24 (ii) Pass 2NT Pass
3wv(iii) Pass 4v End

(i) With 6 points in the short suits, some will open a weak 1NT.
(ii) Unsure which game is best, West creates a force by bidding the fourth suit.
(iii) Since East denied three hearts with 2NT, this shows six hearts.

In 4v, all depends upon the lead, which in turn depends upon who declares. If a
transfer puts the hand with the singleton club on lead, as happened at the table,
South can score a club ruff. The club lead is harder to find from the North cards.
Even if you do find it, you might duck the first round of trumps in case partner holds
vJ-x and a doubleton club. Although 3NT might fail if someone had five spades and
the ¥ A entry, it is safer overall, invulnerable to 4-1 splits in the rounded suits.

AQ82
v Q107
¢ 10976
& A105
AKJ6 AAl1093
vA64 v83
¢ AK3 ¢J854
* Q863 K42
A754
vKJ952
¢ Q2
®J97

Table Result 44& West 9 tricks
Weinstein-Garner EW -50
Cope-Holman NS +50

Board 18 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable

West North  East South
Pass Pass

1% Pass 1a Pass

INT (i) Pass 2NT Pass

3NT (i) End

(i) 15-17; this is a much better range than the old-fashioned 15-16.
(ii) With 17 West feels obliged to accept despite the poor shape and spot cards.

If North leads a second highest ¢9, declarer has an easy ride because finessing the
4 8 on the third round brings in the suit. Life is tougher on a low diamond lead or on
a heart lead. If you misguess the spades, you appear to be a trick short. However,
having held up the hearts until the third round, you should be able to endplay North
with the fourth diamond; this enables you to make both the &#Q and %K.

The Americans played in 44 after both North and South doubled artificial heart bids.




A98
vAl1l07
¢J82
9543

A A10

vJ9

¢ AQ7

& AKQJ86
AJ42
v652
¢ K106
&2

3

AKQ7653
vKQ84
*9

& 107

543

Table Result 7v East 11 tricks
Weinstein-Garner EW -200
Cope-Holman NS +200

Board 19 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable

West North  East South
Pass
2 Pass 24 Pass
3% Pass 3v Pass
3NT Pass 4 Pass
4e¢ Pass ANT Pass
54 Pass 6o End

Please do not just your glasses. Yes, the Americans bid a grand slam in the wrong
suit and missing an ace. What is more, the board was flat: in the other room, South
Africa played in 7NT doubled going one down! They had to contend with some sort
of pre-empt from South, something you are unlikely to see much in today’s event.

The auction shown is the more successful one from the American women’s team,
one you might have the chance to replicate. 2& was strong and artificial, as in Acol.
4 ¢ was a cue bid. 4NT asked for key cards (clubs agreed) and the reply showed four.

AKQ4

vKQ2

+QJ9

& K1087
A832 AAl75
v743 vJ85
873 ¢ AK652
%J953 A

A 1096

vA1096

¢ 104

sQ642

Table Result 2 ¢ East 7 tricks
Weinstein-Garner EW -100
Cope-Holman NS +100

Board 20 : Dealer West : All vulnerable

West North  East South
Pass 1 Dble 1lv
Pass INT (i) Dble (i) 2+ (iii)
Pass Pass 2¢ End

(i) 15-17; this is the modern range.
(ii) Doubling again shows extras and is still primarily for takeout.
(iii) After the double, this must be natural whatever it would mean with no double.

A lack of entries to the West hand means you cannot lead twice up to the spades, as
Garner discovered at the table.

INT (doubled) would make with just four diamonds and two aces to lose. A suit
contract for North-South yields a greater number of tricks, with nine tricks available
when you have a rounded suit as trumps.

A7654
v K95
7643
%84

AJ832

v1073

¢ AKQ102

%3
A9

A AKQ10
vAJ2

¢
&«AQ7652

vQ864

¢1J985

% KJ109

Table Result 64 * West 12 tricks
Weinstein-Garner EW +1210
Cope-Holman NS -1210

Board 21 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable

West North  East South

Pass 1 Pass
le Pass 2A Pass
3a Pass 49 (i) Pass
4NT Pass 5&(ii)  Pass
5e(iii) Pass 5NT(iv) Pass
6A End

(i) Cue bid, showing a heart control and interest in a spade slam.
(i) Four key cards (the aK and three aces)

(iii) Do you have the aQ?

(iv) Yes, | have it but no kings.

The American men reached 64 by West, which is why South doubled for a club lead.
Acol players may be able to reproduce the American women’s auction shown. Four
trumps, three diamonds, a heart, a club and three club ruffs total twelve tricks.




A83
vAQ653
¢J863
% Q5
AAl AK72
v94 v872
¢AQ1074 ¢ K95
& KJ84 % 10932
AQJ10965
v KJ10
¢ 2
*A76

Table Result 24 South 8 tricks
Fantoni-Nunes EW -110
Katz-Nickell NS +110

Board 22 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable

West North  East South
Pass 1a

2¢ Double Pass 24

Pass Pass 3¢ End

Vulnerable against not, many experts would not overcall on the West cards, hence
the lowly 2 contract at the table. | must admit | do not think | could resist bidding.

West can make 3 ¢ by finessing the ¢ 9. Unless North has rashly doubled 3¢, you are
unlikely to find that play.

Making 8 tricks in spades is easy. To make 9 means you need to avoid losing a heart
ruff. If West leads a heart, you have two ways of doing it. If you play a trump, you
can play another after winning the next heart. If you play a diamond, that severs the
defensive communications. If North plays in 3v, early diamond leads beat it.

AAQ52

vKQ5

¢ K84

& K102

AG4

vl
¢A10652
%986514
AJ1097

vA3

+QJ73

%«QJ3

AK83
v10987642
¢9

A7

Table Result 3NT North 11 tricks
Fantoni-Nunes EW -660
Katz-Nickell NS +660

Board 23 : Dealer South : All vulnerable

West North  East South

Pass
2v(i)  2NT Pass 3NT (ii)
End

(i) You really want a better suit to open 3¥ vulnerable.

(ii) With help in hearts, South simply raises to game. Remember, the odds change at
IMPs compared with matchpoints. Unless you can make two tricks more in a major
suit, you might as well play in 3NT. You do not consider a 1 IMP swing.

With the spade finesse working, you just have two aces to lose in 3NT. If East leads a
club, you make an avoidance play, leading a diamond towards the queen-jack. With
a diamond trick in the bag, it is safe to finesse in spades because three spades, three
hearts, a diamond and two clubs would give you nine in all. While 4a does make as
the cards lie, it would go down if you lost a trump finesse as well as a diamond ruff.

A AQ10953

vA43

¢ 6

&AJ6
AKJ64 A72
vQ97 vKJ2
¢ 1083 ¢AQJ9752
«Q104 3

A8

v 10865

¢ K4

% K98752

Table Result 6& South 11 tricks
Fantoni-Nunes EW +50
Katz-Nickell NS -50

Board 24 : Dealer West : Love all

West North  East South
Pass 1a 2¢ Pass (i)
3¢ Dble Pass 4 ¢ (ii)
Pass 44 Pass 5&
End

(i) You need more than 6 HCP and a misfit to double to show the four hearts.
(ii) Rather than jumping to 5&, South gives North the chance to bid hearts.

After a diamond lead and a heart switch, how many tricks you make depends upon
how good a guesser you are. If you want to make 12 tricks, you need to come to
hand with the &K, take the spade finesse, ruff a spade and finesse the &J. Nickell got
the clubs right but the spades wrong and went one down in the slam. If you sensibly
stop in game (indeed merely reaching game is not routine), you have more latitude.




A 108
vKI32
¢ AKQJ963
L]
AQJ75 AA43
v 10 v854
¢ 1082 ¢ 7
% A10643 % KQJ875
A K962
vAQ976
¢+ 54
%92

Table Result 54 North 12 tricks
Fantoni-Nunes EW -420
Katz-Nickell NS +420

Board 25 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable

West North  East South
1e 2% Double (i)
5&(ii) 5e End

(i) Most will want more than 9 HCP to bid 2v.
(iii) Jumping all the way to game is slightly aggressive at adverse vulnerability. Then
again, if partner has some heart length, the hands should fit well.

Nunes was the only West to jump all the way to 5&. Forced to guess, Katz repeated
his seven-card suit.

Playing in diamonds you must lose a trick whatever the lead. If you play in hearts, a
club ruff in the North hand gives you all the tricks unless the defenders take their
spade trick at trick one. East could make 10 tricks playing in clubs, with just one trick
in each side suit to lose.

AA1062

v Q10

¢AQ632

75
Y AQJOo974
v7543 vAlJ6
¢+ 108 954
% KJ98632 *AQ

AK853

v K982

¢ KJ7

% 104

Table Result 3& East 8 tricks
Fantoni-Nunes EW -100
Katz-Nickell NS +100

Board 26 : Dealer East : All vulnerable

West North  East South
INT (i) Pass
2NT (ii) Pass 3% End (iii)

(i) Opening INT with a 5332 shape is the expert choice. Everyone opened 1NT rather
than 1a at the table.

(i) West needs to have a way to retreat to a minor. | have assumed that 2NT asks
East to bid 3.

(iii) The doubleton heart and vulnerability dissuade North from doubling.

The defenders may need to be on their toes to defeat 3&. A spade lead lets it make,
paving the way to a ruffing finesse. With better heart spots, South is more likely to
lead a heart. In this case, the defenders need to play a trump each time declarer
gives up a heart, thereby preventing a fourth-round heart ruff. An initial trump lead,
as Nickell found at the table, works fine too. 24 and 2 ¢ are on for North-South.

AaAQS5
vJ8764
¢AQ82
&9
AKJ764 A83
v952 vAQ3
*6 ¢+1073
& AJ65 *KQ874
A 1092
v K10
¢KJ954
%1032

Table Result 34 North 11 tricks
Fantoni-Nunes EW -150
Katz-Nickell NS +150

Board 27 : Dealer South : Love all

West North  East South

Pass
Pass lv Pass (i) 1INT
Pass 2¢ Pass 3 (ii)
End

(i) A 5332 shape is too flat for a two-level overcall. Nobody overcalled in 2009.
(ii) With 5-card support, South must raise. It is unlikely that you can buy the contract
at the two level. Indeed, West surely would make a reopening double of 2 ¢.

The lie of the cards is extremely favourable for declarer in a diamond contract. You
can escape with the loss of two aces to make 11 tricks. You make two spades (with
the aid of the finesse), three hearts (ruffing the suit good), five trump tricks (the
heart ruff counts as one of these) and a club ruff. 8 tricks are the limit for East-West
in clubs or for North-South in hearts.




AK754

v9

¢+QJ653

&A93
A6 A10832
vKQJ852 v107
¢ 109 ¢ AK84
& K872 & J106

AaAQJO

vA643

¢ 72

Q54

Table Result 2¥ West 9 tricks
Fantoni-Nunes EW +140
Katz-Nickell NS -140

Board 28 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable
West North  East South
3v End

At favourable vulnerability, the West hand really is too good for a weak two opening.
Whether you prefer 1 or 3¥ is partly a matter of style. The chunky main suit and
lack of defence to an opposing spade contract suggest pre-empting.

The usual defensive rule for touching honours is to cover the last of them. If South
ducks the first club honour off dummy and covers the second, North will make both
the &A and the %9. If South mistakenly covers first time, declarer can run the &8 on
the second round to neutralise the 9. In fact, there is more to the play than the
club suit. If North finds an inspired spade lead, declarer is danger of losing control.

North-South will do well if they can get into the auction but stop out of game. They
can make 9 tricks with spades as trumps.

A 1075
v8532
¢93

%9632

Board 29 : Dealer North : All vulnerable

AAJI6
vAQJ104
¢ A4
*J7

A

v K9

¢ KJ107652
«AQ84

West North  East South

Pass le 1a
2v Pass 3&4 (i)  Pass
3NT Pass 44 (ii) Pass
4a(iii) Pass 5& (iii) Pass
6¢ End

AKQ8432
v76

+ Q8

% K105

Table Result 6 ¢ East 13 tricks
Bosenberg-Eber EW +1390
Rosenberg -Zia NS -1390

(i) With a 4-loser hand, East does not wish to rebid a simple 3 ¢.
(i) East is too shapely to want to let 3NT play.
(iii) These are control-showing cue bids, looking for a diamond slam.

Acol players may be able to reproduce the actual South African auction shown. The

play for 13 tricks depends upon how you guess the trumps. You might decide to play
the hand for known spade length for a singleton diamond and finesse on the second
round. If you play in hearts, ideally from the East seat, you avoid the diamond guess.

AA104
vA9764
¢QJ105
%6

Board 30 : Dealer East : Love all

AKJ853
vQJ1053
¢9

%52

aQ7

v?2

¢ AK8762
&AJ73

West  North  East South
le 2 (i)

Dble (ii) Pass 2¢ Pass

2v(iii) Pass 2NT (iv) End

A962
v K8
¢ 43
%« KQ10984

Table Result 3 ¢ East 6 tricks
Bosenberg-Eber EW -150
Rosenberg -Zia NS +150

(i) The South hand will look like a weak jump overcall to many. The 6322 shape may
have swayed 3 of the 4 original South players to prefer a simple overcall.

(ii) Too weak to bid 24, West makes a negative double.

(iii) West bids the lower major, leaving room for East to convert to 2 4.

(iv) East has a horrible choice of actions. Take your pick!

As the cards lie, the only feasible making contract is 2a. Even 2 ¢ (East) and 2«
(South) should fail. Assuming East declares in diamonds or no-trumps, North can kill
the dummy by holding up the A A for one round. Anyone who manages to make
something on this deal will be doing well.




AA4
vAQJ9
¢ J7

*A9864

AK975
vK7532

¢+ Q10

% 107

A Q8
v104
¢ 86542
% KJ32
AJ10632

v 86

¢ AK93

% Q5

Table Result 2a South 8 tricks
Bosenberg-Eber EW -110
Rosenberg -Zia NS +110

Board 31 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable

West North  East South

Pass
1 Pass (i) 2« (ii) 2a (iii)
3% 3a End

(i) 8 HCP and a poor suit does not look like a vulnerable overcall to me.

(ii) Those of you playing inverted raises can jump to 3, shutting North-South out.
(iii) Once the opponents have found a fit, the risk in overcalling reduces. If South
passes, North should reopen anyway.

To defeat 3a the defenders may need to find a trump promotion. If they start with
the two top clubs, they need to switch to a heart. West can then grab the first trump

and continue hearts, allowing East’s 4 Q to score.

INT by West is an easy make, especially on a heart lead. 3&% makes too.

AAJ4
v932
¢A754
%1064

AK653

v654

+J3

% Q875
AaQ2
vAJ108
9862
*J93

A 10987

vKQ7

¢ KQ10

& AK?2

Table Result 2NT South 8 tricks
Bosenberg-Eber EW -120
Rosenberg -Zia NS +120

Board 32 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable

West North  East South
Pass Pass Pass 1 (i)
Pass 1a Pass 3a
End

(i) Even playing 4-card majors, 1a does not feel right.

With the ¥ A onside, trumps friendly and no scope for anyone to ruff, the defenders
have just two trumps and the two red aces to take against 3 s.

Those of you playing a strong NT will probably open 1NT on the South cards and play
there. This happened at three quarter of the original tables. The benign lie of the
cards means that you are likely to make 8 or 9 tricks. Double-dummy, the only lead
to stop 150 is the a4. | suspect that nobody will find that. A fourth highest diamond
or one of the hearts will be the popular choice.

A10752
vQ83
¢ 108
% AK96

AKQ86

v6

1765

*Q875
All
vKJ974
¢ KQ32
& 107

AA93

vAl1l052

¢+ A94

&532

Table Result INT South 7 tricks
Bosenberg-Eber EW -90
Rosenberg -Zia NS +90

Board 33 : Dealer North : Love all

West North  East South

Pass Pass INT
Pass Pass 2v (i) Pass
Pass Dble (ii) Pass 2 & (iii)
End

(i) Love all is the bidder’s vulnerability: anyone who goes down normally does so at
just 50 a time. You bid 2¥ whether this shows a single suiter or hearts and a minor.
(ii) If you play that low-level doubles are usually for takeout, you can compete here.
(iii) You really need more than A-10-x-x of trumps to leave in the double.

24 should scrape home. If the defenders start with three rounds of clubs, declarer
can arrange to draw one round of trumps, discard a diamond on a club and later ruff
a diamond. This gives four trump tricks, two aces, a club and a ruff. INT if South gets
to play there should scrape home too. 3¥ by East-West should go down one.




A9652

v KJO9

¢ K8

% K853
A 84 A KQ10
v1043 vQ62
765 ¢+QJo4
%AQJ94 %1072

AA)JT73

vA875

¢Al1032

%6

Table Result 2a North 11 tricks

Bosenberg-Eber EW -200
Rosenberg -Zia NS +200

Board 34 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable

West North  East South
Pass 1w (i)

Pass 1a Pass 2A

End

(i) 4441 hands short in clubs are awkward in many systems. The usual Acol style is to
open 19, preparing to rebid 2 ¢ if need be.

The cards lie rather well for North-South. The %A is onside and the trump suit could
hardly be kinder. Even without a helpful lead (like the ¢ Q) or taking the backward
finesse in hearts (leading the vJ and finessing the ¥9 on the way back), you should
manage 10 tricks in a spade contract.

3NT and 4 ¥ are on too for those of you who guess well. Unless someone overbids, |
do not really see how you can get to any game.

A K

vJ864

¢ QlJ

% 1098753
AA854 aJ1032
v5 v932
¢A97652 *K84
%62 *AKQ

AQ976

vAKQ107

¢ 103

*J4

Table Result 3a East 9 tricks
Bosenberg-Eber EW +140
Rosenberg -Zia NS -140

Board 35 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable
West North  East South

1lv
Pass (i) 2w Pass Pass
Double 3v End (ii)

(i) Immediate action, especially vulnerable against not, should show a better hand
than this. You can bid again later if the opponents subside in 2v.

(ii) The usual rule is that when partner’s reopening action pushes the opponents up
a level then you do not bid on yourself. In any case, it is most unlikely that a 9-card
spade fit is present and, remember, you are vulnerable.

The defenders have 5 top tricks to take against a heart contract.

A spade contract would play quite well. Indeed, the defenders need to play two
rounds of hearts to start with or 10 tricks result.

AK942

vK10842

¢ 105

Q2
A Q6 AA)
vAQl v953
¢+ QJ9s6 ¢+ K876
& K543 *»A876

A 108753

v76

¢A42

& J109

Table Result 3NT West 10 tricks

Hamman-Zia EW +630
Sementa-Duboin NS -630

Board 36 : Dealer West : All vulnerable
West North  East South

le Pass 3¢ Pass

3NT End

The best spot looks like 3NT from the East seat, protecting the spade position in case
South holds the king. Most will reach it from the West seat. Indeed, anyone playing a
strong NT will bid INT-3NT, as happened ubiquitously in the original event.

After a heart lead, you can knock out the ¢ A, win the third round of hearts and later
play on clubs, leading low from the West hand. When North produces the &2, you
can duck in dummy knowing that South will have to overtake. Likewise, you can take
the spade finesse late on knowing that South has run out of hearts.

If you get a spade lead, as may well happen if East declares, your luck is out. After
you knock out the ¢ A and later lose a heart finesse, the spades run against you.




aQ7

v6543

¢ K63

% A1076
AKS83 AAJ92
vJ10 vQ9
¢110987 ¢ A42
% KJ9 «Q532

A10654

vAK872

¢ Q5

%84

Table Result 3% South 9 tricks
Hamman-Zia EW -140
Sementa-Duboin NS +140

Board 37 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable
West North  East South
INT End

The weak NT scores a goal here. South cannot sensibly come in with 2& to show the
majors with only 9 HCP, no singleton and a ten-high spade suit.

If South leads a low heart against 1NT, as many will, declarer should scramble home.
The defenders will make just four hearts, a club and a diamond.

If East-West play a strong NT, South will get the chance to overall 1, which makes a
big difference. Whatever West does, North may take the bidding up to 3¥, possibly
by a conventional method to show some values and 4-card heart support, a ‘mixed
raise’. Indeed, that is what happened at both tables in the USA Italy match.

With trumps 2-2, making 3 ¥ is easy.

AK10983
v109843
¢+ Q
% KQ
A AA7654
vAQS5 v)
¢ K753 ¢A1042
*%J9632 s A84
AQ2
vK762
¢J986
%1075

Table Result 2NT West 9 tricks
Hamman-Zia EW +150
Sementa-Duboin NS -150

Board 38 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable

West North  East South

1a Pass
2% Pass 2¢ Pass
3e(i) End (ii)

(i) The four-card diamond support and singleton suggest raising. Some will prefer to
bid 2NT, influenced by the double stopper in hearts. Effectively that is what Zia did
at the table.

(ii) With only 13 HCP and the singleton jack of dubious values, East gives up.

The miracle club position means that all partscores and even 5& will make. In a
diamond contract, there are two trump tricks and a club to lose. The 43 lead would
hold a NT contract to 8 tricks. Of course, nobody is going to find that. A heart lead
will be almost universal, giving time to set up the clubs to make 9 tricks as Zia did.

AA)3
vl
¢ KJ1076
% KJ87
A 10842 AaQ97
v862 vQ9753
¢+ Q85 ¢
*642 «AQ1053
AK65
vAK104
¢A9432
%9

Table Result 6 ¢ South 11 tricks
Hamman-Zia EW +100
Sementa-Duboin NS -100

Board 39 : Dealer South : All vulnerable

West North  East South

1le
Pass 3v Pass 3a
Pass 4 Double 4NT
Pass 5v Pass 6¢
End

The course of the auction will depend upon whether North-South play inverted
raises (as is the norm in expert circles) or splinters (as assumed) or neither.

There is a certain loser and two possible losers. If you cash the wrong top trump first
and trumps break 3-0 (as they do), you will have a trump loser. Even once you have
overcome that hurdle, there is a possible spade loser. One line, if West does not lead
a club (though there will be a club lead on the auction given), is to draw trumps, take
one high heart and attack clubs to endplay East. Duboin misguessed the trumps.




A 10

via

¢J10875

% AJ865
A952 AAKS8
vQ93 v108652
¢+AQ9 ¢ K3
% K1092 Q73

AaQJ7643

v AK7

¢*642

* 4

Table Result 4 ¢ X South 9 tricks
Hamman-Zia EW +100
Sementa-Duboin NS -100

Board 40 : Dealer West : Love all

West North  East South
Pass Pass INT (i) 2a
Dbl (i) Pass 3v End

(i) The poor quality of the heart suit will persuade most to prefer 1NT.
(i) If 2NT is Lebensohl, West has to double instead.

3v should fail by a trick because South can score a heart ruff and North a spade ruff.
How would 2NT fare? If South leads a low spade, declarer can let the singleton 410
score. A successful guess in hearts, not finessing the nine (by no means easy because
South could hold the &A rather than one of the top hearts), would then see the

contract make. The one sure way to beat 2NT is a club lead and a spade switch!

2 & fails on any lead bar a heart. No Scot would find the lead to beat 14 : the ¢9.

A2

vKQJ8

¢A6432

& A62
AaK107543
v96543

A6
vA
¢QJ987 ¢ K
% KJ1043 ®5
AAQ98
v1072
¢ 105
% Q987

Table Result 2NT South 8 tricks
Hamman-Zia EW +120
Sementa-Duboin NS -120

Board 41 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable

West North  East South
1le 2a (i) Pass
Pass Dble (ii) End

(i) The disparity of suit length and strength suggests showing the hand as a single
suiter. While the vulnerability says to go quietly, bridge is usually a bidder’s game.
(ii) With a sound opening bid, short spades and four hearts, North has a clear-cut
reopening double.

The above auction actually occurred in the Venice Cup match between the USA and
China. The best lead as it happens is a heart. North can then come in with a minor-
suit ace, switch to a spade, get back in and play hearts. South can then discard a
diamond on the fourth heart and score a trump promotion. After a diamond lead,
declarer can get out for one down with careful play but may well go down two. 2NT
and 2v are on for North-South.

AK1062

vl

¢+ 864

% AQ852
AaQ75 AA984
v74 vKQ9653
¢ AJ53 ¢ 109
*J763 %4

aJ3

vAl1l082

¢ KQ72

% K109

Table Result 2 East 7 tricks
Hamman-Zia EW -100
Sementa-Duboin NS +100

Board 42 : Dealer East : All vulnerable

West North  East South

1v(i) Pass
INT Pass 2v Pass
Pass Dble (ii) Pass 3 ¢ (iii)
End

(i) East’s hand is a bit too suitable for a spade contract and a bit too good for a weak
two opening.

(ii) With fair values and a singleton heart, North reopens.

(iii) At matchpoints, South might well leave in the double.

In 2%, declarer has three trumps, a diamond, a club and a spade to lose —and may
need to guess well or get some assistance to hold the losses to that.

With the aid of some good guesswork, North-South can make 3¢, 4& or even 3NT.




A AK10954

vo64

¢ A10

%J95
AQ732 A 86
v75 vJ32
¢1J852 ¢ K974
% A103 *KQ74

Al

vAKQ1098

¢+ Q63

%862

Table Result 4v South 10 tricks
Drijver-Brink EW -420
Helness-Helgemo NS +420

Board 43 : Dealer South : Love all

West North  East South

1v
Pass 1a Pass 2v
Pass 34(i) Pass 3v
Pass 4v End

(i) North has no satisfactory rebid in Acol. Any of 3NT, 4¥ or 44 could be the best
contract. Bidding a new suit at the three level creates a force. South, who did not
rebid 2 ¢, is unlikely to get excited about playing in diamonds.

With clubs 4-3, a lack of stopper in the suit is no barrier to making 3NT. It is laydown.
The heart game is more interesting. To beat it the defenders need to start with the

queen, king and ace of clubs, allowing West to switch to a diamond and kill the entry
to the spades. In practice, this is unlikely to happen.

A K

vAK1042

¢ 1096

&A982
AAQJO9732 A865
vlJ9 v8653
¢+ Q43 ¢ AKJ872
& K )

A 104

vQ7

¢5

%« QJ1076543

Table Result 4a West 11 tricks
Drijver-Brink EW +450
Helness-Helgemo NS -450

Board 44 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable

West North  East South
1a 2v(i) 3¢ (i) Pass
a4 End

(i) With five good hearts, 2 ¥ looks better than double. Anyone who doubles should
do very well because this will really excite South.
(ii) With so few losers and great controls, East must do more than raise to 2 4.

The spade game is easy to make. If North starts with three rounds of hearts, South
should ruff high in case North has A-J doubleton or A-9-x of trumps. The effect of
ruffing, unfortunately, is that declarer is likely to drop the aK offside for 11 tricks.

Any South who gets into the action should do well. The club game is cold with just
two aces to lose. If East-West go on to 5a, declarer is under pressure to take the
winning view in the trump suit.

A4
vQ7652
¢ 87
& A8742
A 10983 AKJ62
vK93 vAS8
¢+ Q93 ¢ AKJ10
& K53 % Q109
AAQ75
vJi104
¢6542
&6

Table Result 4a West 9 tricks
Drijver-Brink EW -100
Helness-Helgemo NS +100

Board 45 : Dealer North : All vulnerable

West North  East South
Pass 1le¢ Pass
1a Pass 4a (i) End

(i) Non-vulnerable, East would probably raise just to 3s. In the original event,
everyone reached game.

A low club lead beats the spade game because South gets to score a club ruff. Few
will find that. A heart lead seems more normal. Suppose declarer wins in hand and
runs the a10. If South wins and switches to the &J, North ducking, declarer has to
take the double-dummy line of playing four rounds of diamonds to avoid the club
ruff. At the table, everyone went down.

3NT is makeable even on a heart lead if you hold up once in hearts and guess to
attack clubs, picking off the jack — unlikely I know.




AQ932

v 10

¢ Ql06
%J10875
A10864
vK543
¢ KJ

s K32

A AKIS
vAQlJ97
¢95
%64
a7
v862
¢A87432
«AQ9

Table Result 4v West 9 tricks
Drijver-Brink EW -50
Helness-Helgemo NS +50

Board 46 : Dealer East : Love all

West North  East South

Pass 1e(i)
1v Pass 2NT (i) Pass
4v (iii) End

(i) With a six-card suit, 2.5 defensive tricks and 10 HCP, opening seems normal.
(i) East probably wants to show a constructive four-card heart raise. For some this
will be a jump cue bid to 3 4. For sure, 2NT cannot be natural by a passed hand.

The auction shown is from the other room of the Netherlands-Norway match.

Although guessing the diamonds right (playing North for the queen rather than the
ace) should prove easy, both the &A and AQ are offside. Given the opening bid,
having the three losers in the minors is no surprise — indeed, it could be worse. The
spade situation is unluckier.

AA97

v10843

* K732

% Q6
AaQ5432 A J106
vKJIO97 vAQ5
¢+ 86 ¢+ Q4
%85 % KJ1094

A KS8

v62

¢ AJ1095

&A732

Table Result 5¢ South 10 tricks
Drijver-Brink EW +100
Helness-Helgemo NS -100

Board 47 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable

West North  East South

1le
Pass lv Pass 2%
Pass 2¢ End

Assuming East knows that 5332 is the wrong shape for a two-level overcall, this
auction looks routine. It duly occurred at three tables in the original event. | am
afraid the featured Norwegian pair simply bid too much.

Helgemo got the trumps right but could not avoid losing two hearts and a club.
Indeed everyone who played in diamonds made 10 tricks. If, as is the case on the
auction shown, the opponents pass throughout, it is very often right to play for the
trumps to break 2-2. If the opposing hands were shapely, the opponents would have
been more likely to bid.

8 tricks are the limit if you play in no-trumps.

aAKIJ7

vK965

¢ K1083

% 103
A852 A A10
vJ1072 vAQ84
¢+ Q95 ¢AJ64
%842 % KQ5

AQ9643

v3

72

% AJ976

Table Result 3v West 9 tricks
Drijver-Brink EW +140
Helness-Helgemo NS -140

Board 48 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable
West North  East South
Pass Pass 2NT End

Playing a 20-22 2NT opening, the auction shown should be common.

Whether South leads a spade or a club, the result should be the same: down one.
Declarer can make a spade, a club, three hearts and a diamond.

The featured Dutch pair managed to do better when Drijver decided that he was not
quite worth a strong opening. Although a club lead would defeat 3¥, Helness led a
spade after Helgemo had overcalled in spades. When dummy played low, Helgemo
won and returned a spade. Looking to create an entry to hand for taking the trump
finesse, Brink called for the ¢J. The defenders had no counter. Brink was able to pick
up the trumps and ruff a diamond in hand to make 9 tricks.




A87

v742

¢J653

s KQJ8
AA92 AKQJ5
vAlJ v1086
42 ¢ K10987
&A107643 * 2

A10643

vKQ953

¢ AQ

95

Table Result 2 ¢ East 9 tricks
Drijver-Brink EW +110
Helness-Helgemo NS -110

Board 49 : Dealer North : Love all

West North  East South
Pass Pass 1v (i)

2% Pass (i) 2 (iii) End (ii)

(i) Most people would open this hand in first seat non-vulnerable. With the good
heart suit, opening in third seat is clear-cut.

(ii) With poor hearts and good clubs, North does not compete.

(iii) As a passed hand, 2 ¢ must be non-forcing whatever your normal style.

2 ¢ yields an overtrick with just three trumps and a heart to lose.

2 fails if North leads a diamond or a high club but makes on a heart (or spade) lead.

2v certainly should not make. Indeed, declarer may need to exercise some care to
avoid going down two.
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help one another, and together help others.

Rotary is fun — every club holds social activities that
offer diversions from today's demanding professional
and personal schedules. Conferences, conventions,
assemblies, and other events provide entertainment as
well as Rotary information, education, and the
opportunity for service.

Rotary runs many activities and competitions for young
people and also has a junior branch called Interact.

If you are interested in finding out more about Rotary,
contact the Cowbridge Rotary Club Membership Officer,
Harry Heller on 01446 775393 or email
membership@cowbridge.rotary1150.0rg



Nish, Broadcaster,
Events Organiser
& Rotary club member
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PJoin Rotary and make
a world of difference.?’?

How would you like to help your community? If you’re aged 18
or over, joining your local Rotary club will give you the ideal
opportunity.

You can get involved in managing events, supporting local
charities, working with young people, organising disaster relief

- even helping to eradicate disease worldwide. Not only will you
experience an enormous sense of achievement, you'll also learn
valuable new skills, have lots of fun and make plenty of new friends
and business contacts.

In the Rotary Club of Cowbridge you can use your energy, humour
and professional skills to make a real difference to the lives of others.
Contact the Club Membership Officer on 01446 775393 for details.

.- . -
{ <‘ Rotary International Visit our website at
in Great Britain & Ireland www.cowbridgerotary.org.uk



Cowbridge Compost Ltd

Cowbridge Compost Ltd are delighted to support the Rotary Club of
Cowbridge’s Charity Bridge Event on March 2". Attention to detail is
vital in any activity especially when playing a hand in no trumps or
complying with Environmental Regulations!

Remember:
Reduce

Re-use
Recycle

Cowbridge Compost Ltd., LIwynhelig,
Cowbridge, CF71 7FF



Glamorgan Law

Business Law

Commercial Property
Wills, Trusts and Probate
House Buying and Selling
Professional Negligence

Commercial Litigation

Divorce and Family Law

Agricultural Law

Tel - 01446 771 742
Email — richard@glamorganlaw.co.uk
The Pavilion, 60 Eastgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AB

www.glamlaw.co.uk



DG Weaver Ltd

Llandow

,‘I"IE. =

~ =Service &Re
- -MOT

— - - Bodyshop Repair

- Tracking & Align

- _-Valetin,
n

Llandow I Gree ‘

Fancy a room with a view?

We have been helping families move for over 150 years. Give our friendly
and professional staff a call for a free, no obligation valuation.

WATTS
MORGAN

Cowbridge 01446 773500 Penarth 029 20712266
wiww.wattsandmorgan.couk Bridgend 01656 644288 London 0870 112 7099




Slow Broadband?
Call Konek-T today to find out about the Vale of

Glamorgan’s very own Wireless High Speed
Internet Service!

) Konek-T

Broadband Ltd

CALL TODAY ON 0845 259 0343
www.konektbr nd.com

inf ktbr
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Peak Performance

VOSA Approved Teshng Station

* Servicing & repair
_on:all makes
‘{(without affecting
& manufacturers’ warranty)
B+ Engine diagnostics
% * Brakes, welding,

shock absorbers &
. timing belts changed
& * Motclass4and?7
B8 "+ Air con service
* Price match guarantee
~ e Local collection & delivery
* Free nitrogen inflation

446 775775

FOREST E#

Stoves & Fires Ltd

Solid Fuel

Gas

Building Gardening

Chimneys

SHOWROOMS
Tonyrefail Tongwynlals Merthyr Tydfil

__ Forest Tea Room

www.foreststovesandfires.co.uk

02920 814314

info@foreststovesandfires.co.uk

07811 744501



