











HAND 4 T. REESE

Dealer East Game all
NORTH
h AKIVS54
¥ 98
¢ Q542
L
WEST EAST
& Q1072 - —
¥ A ¥ QJ76543
¢ KJIB63 ¢ AI097
& 1083 & 65
SOUTH
& 863
¥ K102
’ .
& AKJO9742

When the hand above occurred in the 1967 British Bridge
League ‘Irials a pre-emptive opening by East set South
awkward problems, especially where North-South were
playing ‘Lower Minor’ as a take-out. For example one South
decided to risk 3NT (natural) ‘and North raised to 6NT.
West, with a difficult lead, chose a passive club but the 4-0
spade break put paid to this curious contract.

At another table South did call Four Clubs, hoping to cla-
rify the position later, and his partner jumpecf to Six Spades.
East led DA, and declarer ruffed in dummy and finessed SIJ.
He overtook CQ in dummy and continued with high clubs
until West ruffed with S10. Declarer over-ruffed and re-
entered dummy by ruffing his last diamond. Another club
from dummy was ruffed and over-ruffed and West's last trump
was drawn. Now declarer led a heart, East played low, and

not expecting East to hold two Aces he played low from
dummy to bring home a thin contract,
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Pealer ‘South North-South *game
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The above hand is taken from the 1958 European Cham-
pionships in Oslo. It led to a useful gain for the British team
against the Italians.

Where the Italians were East-West, East opened One Club
after three passes. This was, of course, conventional and
after four rounds of bidding East ended in 3NT—a contract
in which all depends on the diamond suit playing for six
tricks. As the cards lay the contract was hopeless and dec-
larer came to only five tricks.

In the other room East opened fourth in hand with One
Spade and West made a well disciplined pass. It is conceiv-
able that this might lead to a missed game but far more
often a response on a hand like West’s will lead to a nega-
tive score. With careful play East scrambled home in his
contract of One Spade.










































